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2012 Council. Chapter leaders elected to office Dec. 20, 2011 are (from left) president Joe
Marvin, treasurer Sharon Marvin, co-vice president Holly Gramkow, secretary Sarah Hood, and
co-vice president Mads Brandt (also VP/Membership).

Chapter leaders elected for 2012

At the December executive council meeting held Dec. 20, 2011, members
elected the following officers for the current year:

President - Joe Marvin, president & CEO of Prime Solutions Group Inc.
(PSG-INC) in Goodyear. An Air Force veteran, he has served as chapter
president since Oct. 1, 2008.

Vice President - for the second time in the chapter’s 31-year history, two
vice presidents were elected, one from the military community and another
from the East Valley. Co-Vice President Holly Gramkow is an active-duty
first lieutenant at Luke AFB who lives in Surprise. Co-Vice President Mads
Brandt, also VP/Membership, lives in Scottsdale.

Treasurer - Sharon Marvin, also PSG-INC, returns to the post she held
previously. She and Joe live in Waddell.

Secretary - Sarah Hood, a second lieutenant at Luke AFB and Buckeye
resident, returns as secretary.

Other council positions are appointed. See list at left.
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Chapter News

Members invited to tour Luke
maintenance facility March 29

Chapter members — especially community partners — are invited
to spend an afternoon at Luke AFB, learning about the 56th Fighter
Wing’s aircraft maintenance efforts.

The AFA visit begins with lunch at Club 56 on Thursday, March 29,
2012, and continues with a mission briefing in the maintenance
conference room, followed by visits to various maintenance facilities
and ending around 5 p.m. at the flightline.

Interested attendees may call 623-853-0829 to learn if space is still
available.

) Annual benefit golf tournament
IS May 4 at Falcon Dunes Course

Golfers, circle Friday, May 4, on your calendar now!

The 13th annual AFA benefit golf tournament will start at 6:30 a.m.
at Falcon Dunes Golf Course, on Northern Avenue
just west of its intersection with Litchfield Road.

Details are still being developed, but tradi-
tionally this event brings the military and civilian
communities together for friendly interaction, rather
than true competition.

This year the chapter is trying something dif-
ferent — partnering with a military group at Luke
AFB that distributes donated funds to deserving
base units or organizations.

AFA golf tournament proceeds have always
been used to support Team Luke activities
throughout the year, including $25 awards to the
“Thunderbolt of the Week” published in the base
newspaper and donations to base events such as
Black, Hispanic, Asian and Women’s History
lunches, along with sponsorship of Deployed
Spouse dinners. Now, proceeds will be shared
directly with military units as well.

Player fees remain low to attract maximum
participation. Fundraising comes from t-hole
sponsorships and from ticket sales for the
accompanying drawing of items donated by
businesses and individuals.

Information on fees and prizes and signup sheets, either as teams
or individual players, will be posted at the golf course and on the
chapter’s website, www.afaluke.org.

If you have any questions, call 623-853-0829.
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Chapter News
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— Chapter nominee at maintenance event
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A chapter officer was among the 60 nominees for Maintenance
J :}, = Professional of the Year awards in 17 categories at the MPOY banquet at
L Luke AFB March 3.

e

1st Lt. Holly Gramkow, chapter co-vice president, was one of five
officers nominated for Maintenance Officer of the Year.
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g Guest speaker Lt. Gen. Judith Fedder, Air Force deputy chief of staff
/ for logistics, installations and mission support, recapped the evolution
of the maintenace field for some 700 attendees. A career maintainer, the
general was a 1980 distinguished graduate of the ROTC program at
Michigan State University.

Among award highlights, one of two Singapore Air Force teams
nominated won the Weapons Load Crew of the Year Award — twice in
arow.

MI IR
S

P

Annual awards went to the maintenance officer; senior NCO (direct

~ Z and indirect sortie support); dedicated crew chief & assistant; specialist

{/,/,a sy /// 7 //// /7/.";;« '{’// // NCO & airman; equipment technician NCO, airman & civilian; aircraft
i /m /// technician NCO, airman & civilian; and support professional NCO,

" G // airman & civilian.
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| give you more than just insurance.

* Discounts to active-duty and retired military
« Convenient payment plans
* Round-the-clock claim service

* Coverage available by phone GEICD

* Auto and motorcycle insurance g
Local Office

AUTO » HOME » RENTERS » MOTORCYCLE = BOAT

John Nix

9515 W. Camelback Ave. (east of Loop 101)
Phoenix, AZ 85037

Across the street from Walmart - close to Luke AFB

623-931-0/66

Open 8-6 Mon-Fri, 9-4 Sat




It’s time once again for volunteers to represent the
chapter in presenting the AFA medal to deserving
AFJROTC cadets at local high schools.

Of the 19 units in the Valley, Maricopa High
School’s program is too new to to present an award,
and four are already spoken for. The following
schools need presenters:

April 20 - Gilbert HS.
April 26 - Mesa HS.
May 1 - Sandra Day O’Conner HS, 35th Ave.

May 2 - Agua Fria HS, Avondale; Desert Ridge HS,
Mesa; and Hamilton HS, Chandler.

May 4 - Dobson HS, Mesa.

Local News
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@ FREE Visa Debit Card

no monthly fees

® FREE Checking

with no minimum balance

@® Low Rate Loans
for autos, home, RY, vacations chamgs without note
and more] —

visit www.CcLuwesLOrg.

Credit Union West Is the BEST ALTERNATIVE to high fees, high loan rates and low service banking options

Become a member-owner and enhance your quality of life! Visit amy one of our branches
or call 602.631.3200, 928.778.7156 or 800.621.0287. For branch locations and hours

Membuersiip & open o asyone who liees, =ots or worshios in Yeaapai of Mancopa Cossties and ta family members of
EiEUng members. Mew Credi Linkon West accoums opensd pursuant to the USA PATRICT Act and are seldact bo oo nor-
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S Credit Uniur#’:\h'r_
“Neua == WEST

602.631,3200
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The best retirement choice
Independent Living, Asssted Living and Health and
Rehak all on one campus. Plus resort-style amenities,
outstanding diming and all inclusive Lie Care
Chur nationaly recognized Sun Health Semor Living
Home Exchange Program was featured in the
Wall Street Journal on Cecember 19, 2011

Nk
La Loma Village

Sun Health

A Nonprofit Sun Health Senior
Living Community

For more information
or a personal towr call

(623) 537-7521

sunhealthseniorliving.org
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s of Class 11-DBG receive awards March 2 from (left) Joe Marvin, chapter president; Mads Brandt,
/;,

‘/¢//' . Air Force vice chief of staff, who was guest speaker. Honorees (from left) 1st Lts. Stephen Jude, air-
1 r/m and distinguished graduates Erick Kitaif and Luke Weyhmuller received complimentary 1-year AFA
gdiopies of the air combat maneuvering bible, “No Guts, No Glory.” Also among the graduates was the
“7/ on the academic award. The 13-member class trained 10 months on the F-16 with the 309th Fighter
')y/o/' raining at operating bases. Horton and Marvin report to Kunsan AB, Korea; Kitaif goes to Aviano AB,

Falcon Flight wins
Team Spirit award

Twelve members of the Airman
Leadership School’s Falcon Flight won
AFA’s Team Spirit Award, sponsored by
Credit Union West.

The flight, one of four in ALS’
Class 12-2, which graduated Feb. 9,
won the award for working best as a
team.

Falcon Flight member SrA. Ray
La Strape Jr. won the school’s highest
honor, the John L. Levitow Award,
presented to the student with the highest cumulative score in all
evaluations who demonstrates leadership, teamwork, military bearing and
dedication to the spirit and mission of the ALS, as well as the NCO
corps.

Other members of Falcon Flight were Senior Airmen Brian Corso,
Kurtis Buchawiecki, Beatrice Carrasco, Mathew Halm, Irma Kamysz,
Derek Kreiner, Christopher Lester, Devin McCree, Joshua Schools,
Steven Stockfish and Verner Tye Jr. Each received a Team Spirit coin
and a complimentary 1-year AFA membership.

The chapter first presented the Team Spirit Award in February 2008.
Credit Union West has been sponsoring the award’s distinctive coin for

Levitow winner - CMS Jamie
Parker (left), president of the Chiefs
Group, presents the Levitow Award to
Falcon Flight's SrA. Ray La Strape Jr.

14154 Denny Boulevard = Litchfield Park, AZ 85340 the past two years.
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Community Partners

Please patronize the following area businesses/organizations, our valued Chapte W{W%//

display a plaque as evidence of their support of AFA’s goals and mission. Take tighgis /'7
support of AFA, Team Luke, and other military units in our chapter’s area of res u/r'./h",*{z/

AEROSPACE & DEFENSE

AEROTURBINE, MROFACILITY
Skip Maiorana, VP/Gen Mgr and Mark Keefer, Mat. Mgr.
1658 S. Litchfield Rd., Goodyear 85338, 623-792-9865

LOCKHEED MARTIN, IS&GS (Info Sys & Global Solutions)
Michael J. Dezember, VP/Business Development
1300$S. Litchfield Rd, Goodyear 85338, 623-925-7090

PRIME SOLUTIONS GROUP (Aerospace Consulting)
Joseph W. Marvin, Pres/CEO
1300$S. Litchfield Rd, Box 1, Ste A1020, Goodyear 85338, 623-853-0829

AUTOSERVICES
SANDS CHEVROLET -Jerry Moore, VP
5148 NW Grand Ave., Glendale 85301- 623-931-9331
SILVER STAR MOTORS - Johnny Hreniuc, Owner
6609 N. 59th Ave., Glendale 85301, 623-842-1107
WILHELMAUTOMOTIVE - Chris Garman, Gen Mgr
8241 Grand Ave., Peoria 85345, 623-979-3740

BANKING/FINANCIAL SERVICES
ARMED FORCES BANK - Rosemary Dotson, Asst VP/Br Mgr
13877 W. Thunderbird, Luke AFB 85307,
Base Exchange Branch, 623-535-8604
AXAADVISORS LLC - Benjamin Santerre, Financial Pro
14851 N. Scottsdale Rd #103, Sctsd 85254, 480-444-3751
CREDIT UNION WEST - Robert MacGregor, Pres/CEO
P.O. Box 7600, Glendale 85312, 602-631-3200
Includes following branches: Arrowhead, Avondale, Cactus, Cottonwood,
Heritage, Luke AFB, N. Mountain, Prescott, Prescott Valley, Sun City
West and Surprise

CIVIC/GOVERNMENT
MARICOPACOUNTY BOARD OF SUPERVISORS -
Max Wilson, Chair/Dist 4, 301 W. Jefferson 10th Flr, Phoenix 85003
CITY OF AVONDALE - Mayor Marie Lopez-Rogers
11465 W. Civic Center Dr #280, Avdl 85323, 623-333-1900
TOWN OF BUCKEYE - Mayor Jackie Meck
530 E. Monroe Ave., Buckeye 85326, 623-349-6012
CITY OF GLENDALE - Mayor Elaine Scruggs
5850 W. Glendale Ave., Glendale 85301, 623-930-2249
CITY OF GOODYEAR - City Mgr John Fischbach
190 N. Litchfield Road, Goodyear 85338, 623-882-7775
CITY OF LITCHFIELD PARK - Mayor Thomas L. Schoaf
214 W. Wigwam Blvd, LP 85340, 623-935-5033
CITY OF PEORIA - Mayor Bob Barrett
8401 W. Monroe, Peoria 85345, 623-773-7306
CITY OF SURPRISE - Mayor Sharon Wolcott
16000 N. Civic Ctr Plaza, Surprise 85374, 623-222-1300
TOWN OF YOUNGTOWN - Mayor Michael LeVault
12030 Clubhouse Square, Youngtown 85363, 623-933-8286

CONVENIENCE ITEMS
7-11 STORES - Rocky Singh, Owner
5901 & 4302 W. McDowell Rd, Phoenix 85035, 602-750-0711

EVENT MARKETING
New Wave Event Marketing - Doris Goetz, Owner
P.O. Box 6284, Goodyear 85338, 623-327-3798
GRAPHICS
MOORE GRAPHICS - Kevin Moore, Owner
13425 Westgate Dr, Surprise 85374, 623-972-8161

HEALTHCARE
DR.CHRIS JARON, O.D. - Optometrist
12725 W. Indian School Rd, Avondale AZ 85392, 623-512-4052

Susan Davis, Exec Djf
14154 Denny Blvd, LEIBPKEE49/46284537:0574
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HOTELS
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Mike Collette, GovtA
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INSURANCE /
GEICO - John Nix, Loc
9515 W. Camelback #134060091 8503 0085
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NEWSPAPERS
USATODAY - Jeanine ROgerz/ Becoimt Sh
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9035 S. Kyrene Rd. Ste a://,y.gv
PROFESSIONAL SERVI :4,{/
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KISS THE COOK - R85 15
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4915 W. Glendale Ave. %
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U.S. SEN. JON KY L - Sengy ea, 8073200489
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Mentoring/tutoring partnership planned with Agua Fria HS

The chapter plans to partner with the Agua Fria
High School District, and Agua Fria HS, for new
mentoring and tutoring projects intended to help
high school students succeed both academically
and socially.

This ground-breaking program will use a team
approach to support the overall success in the
student’s life through a focus on:

> Academics (from passing to excelling) —
STEM (science, technology, engineering, math)
and literacy.

> College/ career opportunities (setting goals
and developing a plan to get there).

> Successful social interactions (putting your
best foot forward) — public speaking and outings
sponsored by the chapter to athletic events, Luke
member tours, plays, etc. All outings will have a
mathematic component developed for that activity.

> Mentoring clubs — computer club (AFA’s
CyberPatriot program is the centerpiece),
Toastmasters Jr. (used to build self-confidence), golf
jrs. (introduce a new sport and explore scholarship
opportunities), chess club (create a pattern or think-
ing system that breeds success), book reading/
writing (create improved skills in vocabulary and
concentration; focus on improved memory,
discipline and creativity) and photography.

Volunteer mentors” or tutors’ time and efforts
will not only improve students’ lives, but will yield
immense personal satisfaction in influencing our
future citizens as leaders in our communities.

This mentorship program hopefully will develop
into a model for use at other schools, perhaps even
nationwide.

Anyone interested in volunteering for this pro-
gram may contact chapter president Joe Marvin at
623-853-0829.



